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Our Mission 

We promote smarter energy use for all.  

 

We ensure the benefits of energy efficiency 
reach those who need them most.  

We give people the resources they need to make 
informed energy choices.    

We design and implement efficiency programs 
that lower costs, and protect the environment.  

Association of American Geographers, 21 April 2015 



©2015 Elevate Energy 

Mobilization 

 Relative deprivation: social movements form under 
conditions of visible relative deprivation 

 Resource mobilization: social networks and pre-existing 
organizational structure provide resources for mobilization 
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Energy Impact Illinois 
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Marketing for Energy Impact Illinois 

Laskow, S. 2011. “Fun with energy efficiency! (No, really. I promise.)” Grist.org 
Dec. 9 2011. http://grist.org/list/2011-12-09-fun-with-energy-efficiency-no-
really-i-promise/ 

 

Mass marketing 
campaign: 

 2011: 10/31 to 12/19, 
$2.6 million 

 2012: 9/10 to 10/18 
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Marketing for Energy Impact Illinois 

Pre- and post-surveys showed no 
change in: 

 Awareness of the campaign 

 Actions to conserve energy 

 
Five completed energy efficiency 
upgrades 

 2011 and early 2012 

 $520,000 per completed 
upgrade 
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Mobilizing for Energy Impact Illinois 

 Community organizing 

 Hired Anna Markowski in 
April 2012, hired 16 
organizers in August   
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January to March 2012 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

3 
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April to July 2012 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

8 
(5 new) 

House parties 9 



©2015 Elevate Energy 

August to September 2012 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

80 
(72 new) 

House parties 24 
(15 new) 

Community 
meetings 

85 
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4th Quarter 2012 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

552  
(472 new) 

House parties 174  
(150 new) 

Community 
meetings 

310 
(225 new) 
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1st Quarter 2013 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

1167  
(615 new) 

House parties 419  
(245 new) 

Community 
meetings 

582  
(272 new) 
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2nd Quarter 2013 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

1910  
(743 new) 

House parties 618 
(199 new) 

Community 
meetings 

755 
(173 new) 
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3rd Quarter 2013 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

2904 
(994 new) 

House parties 645 
(46 new) 

Community 
meetings 

801 
(46 new) 
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4th Quarter 2013 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

2966 
(62 new) 

House parties 648 
(3 new) 

Community 
meetings 

810 
(9 new) 
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2012 to 2013 

Energy efficiency 
upgrades 

2996 

House parties 648 

Community 
meetings 

810 
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Retrofits Follow Organizing 
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Hotspots 

Retrofit Hotspots Outreach Hotspots 
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House Parties Drive Retrofits 

OLS Regression Predicting Retrofits in Communities 

Coefficient 

House parties (logged)    0.65  *** 

Population (logged)    0.42  *** 

Median household income (logged)    1.87   

Median household income (logged), squared   -0.05 

         F-test for joint significance (income variables)              *** 

Constant -17.01 

R2     0.593 

*** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05; two-tailed N=267 

Association of American Geographers, 21 April 2015 



©2015 Elevate Energy 

Case Study: Oak Park 
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Oak Park 

White: 64.9%

African American: 20.8%

Hispanic: 6.1%

Asian: 5.2%

Two or more races: 2.4%

Other race: 0.1%

 Median household income: $71,717 

 Population (2010): 51,878 

 Mostly families with children 

Thomas Gale House, Frank Lloyd Wright 

Association of American Geographers, 21 April 2015 



©2015 Elevate Energy 

Oak Park 

Energy efficiency upgrades: 131 

House parties:  62 

Community meetings: 16 
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Oak Park Illustrates Social Movement Theory 

 Relative deprivation:  
 More retrofits in energy 

intensive homes 

 Resources for 
mobilization:  
 Residents are proud of their 

homes and community 

 Pre-existing community 
organization 
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Tapping into Community Capacity 

 Tapping into a community’s pre-existing organization and 
capacity is an effective strategy for achieving energy efficiency 
goals through large numbers of retrofits.  

 Case study illustrates the power of tapping into pre-existing 
community organization, formal or informal 

Pamela Brookstein 
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Questions?   

        @elevate_energy 
         

        Facebook/elevateenergy 
         

        LinkedIn 

Stay in Touch 
 

Anna McCreery 
Anna.McCreery@ElevateEnergy.org 
773.922.3023 
 
ElevateEnergy.org  

mailto:Anna.McCreery@ElevateEnergy.org

